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I again a key factor for 
prosperity in all our 
countries," Karzai said. 
The ECO meeting, 
which will also discuss 
prospects for foreign 
investment in the 
country, follows a 
recent conference in 
Berlin at which donor 
countries pledged 8.2 
billion dollars to help 
the reconstruction of 
Afghanistan. 

More than two years 
after the toppling of the 
aent hard-line Taliban, the 
;tmg country is still 
s,e P struggling to stand on 
mtry jj s f ee j as US-led forces 
lbe continue to pursue the 
regime's fighters and 
in their Al-Qaeda allies, 
new Efforts to revive the 
,be country's economy 
through foreign 

’ a investment have been 
ade. overshadowed by the 
een deaths of dozens 
the working for aid 
and agencies and 

for international companies 
he at the hands of 
the extremist militants, 
oad ECO member countries 
'the have a combined 
of population of more than 
300 million and boast 
1 to rich gas and oil 
!ers resources, 
our The grouping was 
to established by Iran, 
ion Pakistan and Turkey in 
ing 1985 to promote 
■ economic cooperation 
in the region, 
me Landlocked Afghanistan 
ier, joined ECO in 1992 
be along with six other I 
be Central Asian states. 


sweeping spring dropped off in recent 

offensive to crush weeks, perhaps a sign 
remaining Taliban and that the U.S. clampdown 
al-Qaida holdouts ahead is starting to take hold. 

mtial and "There is certainly less 
i elections evidence of any 
for offensive operations on 
Myers said the part of the enemy 
i, and an than we have seen 
uptick in historically during this 
during the time of year over the last 
were the two years," he said, 
reasons for However, insurgents 

still managed 
attacks on 
soldiers, 


■Sr * n0t 9r0vvn frustrated at the election 

the military's inability to expected i 
f K locate bin Laden and his terrorism 

de P ut Y- or at the terror spring thaw, 

4 Mt 4 leaders' success at 

. smuggling out anti- 

KABUL, Afghanistan - messages. 

An intense manhunt will "We will be successful 
ultimately net the United against al-Qaida and Iraq. 

States' No. 1 enemy, their leadership, but I'm The Marines are due to 
Osama bin Laden, but not going to put a return to Camp Lejeune, 
there is no telling how timeline on it, because I 
long it might take, the just can't tell you," he 
chairman of the Joint told reporters at Kabul response outfits 
Chiefs of Staff said International airport Pentagon 
during a whistle-stop visit before departing. "One patrolling the 
to Afghanistan. or two people hiding in oceans year-round. 

Gen. Richard B. Myers very tough terrain where I 
denounced bin Laden's they have either paid for the CIA said appeared 
latest taped message, their security or have 
saying its barbarity was sympathizers ... this is 
a reminder that U.S. very difficult work." 
forces are involved in "a 
fight for freedom and Saddam Hussein 
civilization 


mam 

bringing in the Marines. have 
He said he did not feel frequent 
any additional troops are government 
needed in Afghanistan or international aid and 

reconstruction workers 
and the coalition in 
recent months, leaving 
N.C., in September The most roads in the south 
unit is one of two rapid and east of the country 
"■> the too dangerous for travel, 

keeps Taliban insurgents 

world's launched an attack on 

government soldiers near 
In the audiotape, which the Pakistan border in 

I eastern Khost province, 
authentic and recorded killing two soldiers and 
in the last week, bin wounding two others, 
Laden offered European local military commander 
Buoyed by the capture of nations a truce if they Gen. Khial Bas told The 

in pull troops out of Muslim Associated Press. He 

Iraq, the U.S military countries — and said nine militants were 

Two and a half years boasted in January that it threatened violence killed in the exchange of 
after their al-Qaida group was sure it would catch against the United States rocket and machine-gun 

organized the deadliest the al-Qaida chiefs by and Israel. fire on Wednesday 

terror attack in history, year's end. It backed off Myers said the tape "just The United Nations and 
bin Laden and his deputy those predictions last reminds us once again others have warned that 
Ayman al-Zawahri are weekend. what kind of extremism the elections will fail if 

still at large and believed In the past month, we are up against, and it security cartnot be 
hiding in the craggy Washington has ordered is useful to have a improved nationwide, 
mountains between 2,000 Marines to reminder every once in a In all, some 109 U.S. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan to beef up a while about the type of soldiers have died_39 

Afghanistan. A dragnet U.S.-led force that had threat we face and how of them in combat — 
involving thousands of already numbered 13,500 serious it is to those who during Operation 

troops has also failed to soldiers — taking troop want to live in a free and Enduring Freedom, which 
track down Taliban strength to the highest democratic environment." began in the country in 
leader Mullah Omar or level since the ouster of "This is really a fight for late 2001. On March 18, 
renegade warlord the ruling Taliban militia freedom and civilization two American soldiers 

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. at the end of 2001. The in many respects," he were killed and two 

Catching the men is forces, from the 22nd added. wounded when they were 

considered a top priority Marine Expeditionary Lt. Gen. David Barno, the attacked by militia in a 
and would be an Unit, have been arriving top American village near Tarin Kowt, 

enormous boost to since late March. commander in the some 250 miles 

President Bush ahead of The military has vowed a country, said that fighting southwest of Kabul. 


ROME - are not carrying their 

One of nine members of passports, which are 
the national soccer team with a team official 
who disappeared last Altamura said four of the 
week in an apparent bid players called a team 
for European asylum official in Verona and 
was found on a train said they would present 
headed for Germany, a themselves for the 
local news agency team's departure, then 
reported. did not show up The 

The 25-year-old player remaining players and 
was handed over to team officials traveled to 
Italian border police in Rome for a flight back to 
Pontechiasso, on the homeland on 

Swiss border, the ANSA Wednesday evening, 
news agency reported. Altamura said. 

The agency did not give Afghanistan lost its 
the player's name, and it friendly benefit match to 
was unclear how second-division Italian 
authorities would deal club Verona 5-0 in the 
with him. team's first appearance 

Police were still in Europe in 20 years. 


OTTAWA (Reuters) - 
Canada will keep around 
800 troops in Kabul once 
the bulk of its military 
contingent leaves the 
capital later this year. 
Prime Minister Paul 
Martin said. 

Canada currently has the 
largest contingent in the 
5.700-strong International 
Security Assistance 
Force that NATO runs in 
Kabul, but its 2,000 
troops are due to leave in 
August. 

"When our current 
commitment ends in 
August, Canada will be 
sending an armored 
reconnaissance squadron 
group - consisting of 
nearly 600 Canadian 
Forces members - to 
work as part of the 

International Security 
Assistance Force in 

Afghanistan," Martin said. 
"This group will be 

supported by 

approximately 200 Air 

Force personnel," he told 
a news conference at the 
Gagetown military base in 
the Atlantic province of 
New Brunswick. 

Martin did not say how 
long the 800 troops would 
be staying in the country. 
Three Canadian members 
of the assistance force 
have been killed in attacks 
launched by suspected 
Taliban members. 


been used in the past to The official said the plan 
reward allies or 
appease powerful 


Berlin, particularly the 
in a $4.5 billion available this 
year. The total for 2004 
includes aid pledged at 
Bonn and funds 
not yet pledged previously that 
have still not been 
spent. 

Foreign Minister 

Abdullah praised the 
international community 
including for its support, and 
Public promised the money 
spent rebuilding the 
of which deal mostly country would make the 
-•-■i transportation world a safer place by 

denying terrorists a 

international donor affected by the change. The official said the safe haven from which 

nations in Kabul. Defense Minister plan will have to first be to plot attacks. 

I have come to the Mohammed Qasim approved by the current "In a world filled with 
conclusion that the size Fahim is an ethnic Tajik, Cabinet before taking ever more sophisticated 
of the Cabinet is too while his first deputy, effect. threats and dangers, 

large," Karzai told the Abdul Rahim Wardak is In his speech, the none of us can afford to 
gathering. He said that Pashtun. Other deputies president once again break this natural 
Vice President Hedayat come from the Hazara thanked donor nations alliance against militant 
Amin Arsala and two and Uzbek minorities for their support, fanaticism and terror," 
ministers would come Under the new plan, the Representatives of said Abdullah, who like 
back with deputy positions would some 40 donor nations many Afghans uses 

recommendations in two no longer be political and international only one name, 
weeks on how to pare it appointments. organizations were at "Contributions toward 

down "The president's the opening of the forum the country's welfare 

He also announced preference is that below on Tuesday. and stability are in 

plans to overhaul the the minister they should The Afghanistan essence contributions 

system of selecting sub- all be professional Development Forum is toward regional and 
Cabinet level posts in an people," a senior looking at ways to best global security, and a 
effort to make them government official told use some $8.2 billion worthy investment 
more transparent. The Associated Press pledged at a meeting against future 

Cabinet posts have following the speech three weeks ago in spending." 


vould result 
significant" reduction in 
a reduction in the size of regional warlords who Cabinet posts, though 
his Cabinet and * ... 

clarification of 
responsibilities of each 


a demand a voice in he stressed that the final 
the national government, number has 
and any shakeup is sure been decided, 
ministry, a shakeup that to be met with some There are currently 30 
could face deep resistance Cabinet level positions, 

resentment from the Several sensitive The official pointed to 

nation's fractious ethnic ministries that currently overlap in several 

and regional groups. are run by a patchwork ministries — 

Karzai made the of politically appointed Transportation 
announcement at the ministers and Works and Aviation, all 

opening of a three-day subministers — most < ' 

gathering of notably the Defense with 

representatives of Ministry — could be issues 
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Afghanistan now 
'Open for Business' 


KABUL, - 

President Karzai hailed 
the opening of an 
international 
conference in Kabul as 
evidence of all the 
nation has achieved. 
President Karzai also 
acknowledged that 
much Wt>rk remained 
as the country emerges 
from more than two 
decades of war. 

The two-day Economic 
Cooperation 
Organization 
conference brings 
together 

representatives of 10 
countries in the region 
to discuss ways to 
improve development 
and promote trade, 
with a particular focus 
on investment 

opportunities in newer 
member states, of 
i which Afghanistan is 
one. 


Karzai told the 
conference that much 
was left to accomplish 
as his country rebuilds 
its business 

community, 
government institutions 
and infrastructure. "We 
have achieved in the 
last years a lot, but we 
also know a lot has to 
be done," he said in 
opening remarks. 

Karzai said the 
government hopes to 
sustain a 9 percent 
growth rate over the 
course of the next 
decade. 

The economy was 
practically dormant 
under the hardline 
Taliban. "The 

conference is an 
indication that the 
country is now open for 
business," Commerce 
Minister Sayed Mustafa 
Kazemi said in a 
statement. 

The conference is 


designed to bring 
together government 
delegations with banks 
and aid agencies, as 
well as potential 
investors. 

Delegates were 

meeting in a giant tent 
where a historic 
constitutional 
convention — or loya 
jirga — was held in 
December and 

January. 

It has been an 
important week for the 
country's fledgling 
economic recovery. 
Karzai and U.S. 

Ambassador Zalmay 
Khalilzad donned hard 
hats at the 

groundbreaking of a 
Hyatt Regency hotel 

being built by Afghan- 
American and Turkish 
investors. 

The Hyatt, one of 
several luxury hotels 

going up in Kabul, is 
scheduled for 

completion in 18 
months, and will have 
more than 200 rooms, 
a banquet hall and 
business facilities. 

The 10 Economic 
Cooperation 
Organization members 
are Afghanistan, 

Azerbaijan, Iran, 

Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan. 

Despite progress 

toward recovery, the 


KABUL - As the U.S.-led military coalition 
intensifies its search for al-Qaida chief 
Osama bin Laden, anger toward the 
United States and doubts among average 
Afghans and Pakistanis that he was 
behind the 2001 terrorist attacks on New 


country 


desperately poor and 


struggling to cope 
with an influx of 
millions of refugees, 
an ongoing insurgency 
by Taliban rebels and 
fractious factional 
fighting by warlords 
whose power outside 
the capital is largely 
unchallenged. 


York and Washington could undermine 
the effort to hunt him down. 

Bin Laden and his chief lieutenant, 
Egyptian doctor Ayman al Zawahri, are 
thought to be hiding in the mountainous 
border region separating Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, but after nearly three years of 
searching, coalition forces have failed to 
find, capture or kill either man. 

The United States has had a difficult time 
creating a stable political climate in the 
country, in part because of growing 
resistance from al-Qaida and Taliban 
fighters, local warlords and drug 
traffickers, who all oppose the weak 
central government. 

In addition, the Bush administration 
began diverting attention, money and 
soldiers from the country to prepare for 
an invasion of Iraq before it had defeated 
al-Qaida and the Taliban, according to 
senior U.S. military officials and a new 
book by Washington Post reporter Bob 
Woodward. 

About 2,000 U.S. Marines have been sent 
to the country in the past month to 
strengthen the 10,000 coalition soldiers 
already in the country, but the mounting 
insurgency in Iraq threatens to divert 
additional resources from growing 
problems in the country. Myers said the 
United States might cut its number of 


troops in the country after the country 
holds presidential and parliamentary 
elections in September. 

In a visit to the country, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Air Force Gen 
Richard B. Myers, said a stepped-up 
campaign against terr orists in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan would succeed in killing or 
capturing bin Laden. 

Myers's stopover in Afghanistan came a 
day after an audiotape believed to have 
been recorded by bin laden offered a 
truce to European nations if they 
withdrew from Muslim countr ies. The tape 
also threatened continued violence 
against Israel and the United States, and 
National Security Adviser Condoleezza 
Rice warned that terrorists could strike 
the United States again before 
November's presidential election. 

A March 11 bombing attack on a 
commuter train in Madrid, believed to 
have been carried out by Islamic 
extremists sympathetic, to bin Laden, 
killed 191 people and helped topple the 
government of Spanish Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar, a U.S. ally. 

With few soldiers who know the 
mountainous countryside or the local 
languages and cultures, coalition troops 
are relying in part on Afghans and 
Pakistanis to help find bin Laden and 
other al-Qaida leaders. 

But endemic poverty and little 
reconstruction aid outside of Kabul have 
raised questions about the true purpose 
of the American-led ouster of the hard¬ 
line Taliban Islamic regime. 


Many people now say bin Laden isn't a 
terrorist, and some even suggest that he 
never existed Instead, they argue that he 
was a ploy used by the United States to 
pursue world domination. No individual, 
they say, could have successfully 
organized the 2001 terrorist attacks in 
New York and Washington. 

"It was not Osama bin Laden in New York 
but computer generated images of 
destruction," said Abdul Ghani, a religious 
leader in the Haji Yaqub Mosque in Kabul. 
"The people say if it was Osama bin Laden 
who caused this trouble, why did he not 
continue attacking the United States on 
September 12th, 13th and 14th? It was 
just an American plan to capture 
Afghanistan." 

In the teashops of downtown Jalalabad, 
near the Pakistani border, unemployed 
workers take little comfort in the 
international aid that's gone, into 
rebuilding Kabul. 

"There is no future here," said Taiq 
Ahmad, 25. "Osama bin Laden, I think, 
was a hero. The U.S. says he is the 
enemy, but they don't have proof. They 
can't catch him. He is for all of Islam. The 
U.S. forces are in our streets with guns 
like they want to start something, people 
don't like this." 

Similar sentiments are being expressed in 
Pakistan, said Ijaz Shafi Gilani, chairman 
of the GALLUP/BRB, a marketing research , 
firm in Islamabad, and the capital. 

Most people in Pakistan were appalled by 
the Sept. 11 attacks because innocent 
civilians were killed, a violation of Islamic 
teachings, Gilani said. However, they 
turned against the United States because 
they considered the war in Afghanistan an 
assault against Muslims. 

"The U.S. has taken on anti-Muslim 
context in the eyes of many people," 
Gilani said. "That generates support for 
Osama bin Laden by raising questions 
about U.S. policy. He is seen as standing 
up to the U.S." 

Others argue that dead or alive; bin 
Laden has achieved his goal of uniting 
fundamentalist factions of the Muslim 
world against the United States. 

"His death or capture would have a 
psychological boost for the West, but little 
other impact," said Mansoor Akbar Kundi, 
a political science professor at the 


University of Baluchistan in Quetta, 
Pakistan. "When he is killed, nothing will 
change unless U.S. foreign policy 
changes. One hundred other Os^nia bin 
Ladens will follow. They won't have the 
same face, but they'll have the same 
purpose," 


Tribesmen Take Al-Qaeda Hunt into Own Hands 


to Stave off Army Offensive 




KABUL, - 

The U.S. ambassador 
said Tuesday a 
government program to 
disarm some of this 
country's 100,000 militia 
fighters was- crucial to 
stability, and must 
proceed even as the 
nation prepares for 
landmark elections. 
"Realistically, it is very 
difficult to do, but it is a 
necessary thing to do," 
Zalmay Khalilzad told 
reporters at the heavily 
guarded embassy 

compound. "As long as 
there are multiple armed 
forces under multiple 
commands, rivals, there 
is always the risk of 
instability and war and 
conflict." 

The government says it 
hopes to disarm about 
40,000 of the militia 
fighters by the end of 
June, a number most 
observers say is overly 
optimistic. 

There have been two 
flare-ups of factional 
fighting in the last 
month. The first clash, in 


Herat in March, left at 
least 16 dead, including 
a Cabinet minister. 
Earlier this month, 
troops loyal to a 
powerful Uzbek warlord, 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
overran the capital of 
northern Farybab 

province. Government 
troops were called in 
both cases to restore 
order. 

Still, the government 
has had little success 
extending its writ 
beyond Kabul and has 
been seen as reluctant 
to take on the warlords, 
whose support is crucial 
in keeping order and 
fighting a stubborn 
Taliban insurgency. 

The disarmament 

program has had limited 
success, with the United 
Nations and others 
helping run programs to 
reintegrate former militia 
fighters back into 
society. 

"It is a very difficult 
process," Khalilzad 
acknowledged. "It is 
hard for people to give 


up their weapons. It is 
hard for people to 
change their way of life." 
Khalilzad said the 
elections, scheduled for 
September, make it 
even more challenging, 
as they are a time of 
high stress that 
exacerbates rivalries. 
The United Nations has 
warned that the vote, 
already delayed once, 
will fail if security is not 
improved. 

On another front, the US 
ambassador said he had 
no objection in principal 
to the government 
granting an amnesty to 
some former Taliban 
fighters who renounce 
their ways. 

The idea of reintegrating 
less radical elements of 
the Taliban has been 
floated for months, and 
there have been reports 
the government is also 
negotiating with some 
supporters of renegade 
warlord Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyai; in an effort 
to get them to switch 
sides. 


WANA, Pakistan (AFP)- 

Armed tribesmen 

stormed villages in 
pursuit of Al-Qaeda 
fighters and their allies 
along the border with 
Afghanistan, taking the 
hunt into their own 
hands under threat of a 
new military onslaught. 
Brandishing rifles and 
rocket launchers, the 
2,000-strong force 
raided and torched 
homes ahead of a 
deadline to capture 
hundreds of foreign 
fighters and their 
supporters or face a 
fresh offensive from 
government troops. 
Pakistani authorities set 
the deadline to tribes on 
Pakistan's 1,250 

kilometer (775 mile) 
frontier after a major 
attempt last month to 
flush out Al-Qaeda 
militants and their tribal 
allies failed to achieve 
full objectives. 

Tribesmen from the 
Zalikhei clan launched 
the latest hunt in the 
tribal area of South 


Waziristan. 350 

kilometres southwest of 
Islamabad, facing little 
resistance as they 
destroyed bunkers, 
raided villages and 
torched homes. 

"The Zalikhei tribesmen 
launched their voluntary 
offensive against local 
and foreign terrorists at 
the weekend and raided 
several areas, but no 
outlaw could be found," 
tribal elder Bakhan 
Wazir said. 

"We are ready and 
serious to accomplish 
the task as the deadline 
set by government is 
approaching," he told 
AFP. 

Pakistan's army has 
threatened to unleash a 
similar offensive to the 
12-day operation late 
March in the same 
region which resulted in 
the capture of 93 
tribesmen and 64 
militants, and the deaths 
of 46 soldiers, 63 
militants and at least 15 
civilians. 

It was the army's 


biggest ever operation 
against Al-Qaeda and 
their most disastrous in 
terms of casualties. 
Residents have reported 
witnessing hundreds of 
extra troops deploy to the 
region over the past 
week. 

President Pervez 

Musharraf has estimated 
up to 600 Al-Qaeda 
fighters are hiding in the 
northwest tribal zone, a 
mostly barren 

mountainous region 
home to some four 
million fiercely 

independent tribes and 
sub-tribes. 

Osama bin Laden and 
his Egyptian deputy 
Ayman al-Zawahiri are 
believed to have hidden 
among the conservative 
clans, whose anti-US 
hostility has made them 
sympathetic to bin Laden 
and his followers. 

Bin Laden is familiar with 
the region and its maze 
of cross-border 

smuggling routes, having 
lived there in the 1980s. 
Around 300 fighters are 


believed 

escaped 

operation. 

slipping 


to have 
he March 
some by 
through 


underground tunnels, 

The army has 

expressed eagerness to 
avoid more 

confrontation and is 
keen for tribesmen, who 
have asked for an 
extension to the already 
once revised deadline to 
conduct the hunt 

themselves. 

"We want the 

government to postpone 
the military operation 
while the Lashkar 
continues it hunt," Wazir 
said. 

As tribal hunters fanned 
across the area with red 
ribbons tied to their 
guns to identify them to 
security forces, chief of 
security for the region 
Brigadier Mehmood 
Shah said he was 
"encouraged" by the 
campaign so far. 

"This is better, 
otherwise the (option' 
of) military action is 
there," he said. 
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